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Lyle Slack interviews
two local people

who are making

big names in
Hollywood North
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THEY ARE about the same age. Lisa Langlois is
20, Jack Blum 22. They both grew up in the West
End of Hamilton and acted in high school plays,
Jack at Westdale High, Lisa at Scott Park-
Vanier.

Those are tenuous connections, shared by a lot
of young people in Hamilton. Nor are they the
relevant bond. The significant bond is that Lisa
Langlois and Jack Blum are in the movies.

In case you haven’'t heard, Canada has
become Hollywoed North and even Hamilton can
give birth to stars.

. Blum has just cut an indelible impression in
millions  -of - minds playing Spaz, the skinny
intellectual kid with his glasses taped together in

currently on the way to being the
most successful Canadian film ever made.

Langlois, with only one movie released in-
Ontario so far, has already emerged as cne of
the country’s most promising actresses.

France’s famed director of suspense, Claude
Chabrol, picked “her to co-star with Donald
Sutherland in Blood Relatives. She spent last
winter in the Israeli desert filming It Rained All
Night the Day I Left, co-starring with Tony
Curtis and Sally Kellerman. R

|— n May she completed Klondike Fever
with Rod Steiger and Angie Dickinson,
and today, as it happens, she is in .
Toronto for the first day of shooting on
hobi he picture is being
who has made a few

he Africa en with g

loby Dick with Gregory Peck, The Misfits with
Marilyn Monroe, and Judge Roy Bean with Paul
Newman. : R
“It was exactly what I thought it would be,”
Blum says about Meatballs, a comedy about
pranks and young love at a summer camp which
starred Saturday Night Live’s Bill Murray.

“I was very satisfied, but that really has
much more to do with having thousands of people
screaming and millions of people geing to see it
and it making tons and tons of money.

“Obviously, it’s like a huge hand patting
you on the back. The actors got paid dirt except
for Bill Murray and Harvey Atkin, but I have no
complaints about that. s mutually
advantageous. I mean, my name is known in New
York now. There are actors who would kill for
that kind of thing.” cASSE

& Jack

‘My name is known in New York now.
There are actors who would kill for that

kind of thing’ :

Blum’s sister lays credit for Jack’s success at
the feet of their mother, who she says
encouraged him every step of the way. Motherly
love is a wondrous thing, no doubt. However,
Blum did take the precaution of gaining a little
exXperieneer———— T

e was a regular in the Simpson-Sear’s

Drama Festival during his high school

vears and was in the cast of the 1974

production of Gordon Carruth’s musical,

Gabriel at Hamilton Place. Later he
spent three years at the National Theatre School
in Montreal, working summers at the Blyth
Festival near Goderich. One year he was an
Indian who gets killed in the first act, which was
convenient because it meant he could play the
violin with the orchestra in the second act.

Modest theatre work followed in Toronto until
producer Ivan Reitman decided to follow up his
success with Animal House by directing a
picture. The screenwriters for the project which
turned out be Meatballs were Dan Goldberg and
Jack’s brother, Lenny, old McMaster University
friends of Reitman’s.

“Danny had known of my work as a director,”
Jack recalls, “‘and hired me as casting director.”
(The casting director screens interested actors.)
““And that’s what I did right up to the first day of
the shoot, when I was improvising with
callbacks. Ivan asked me if I wanted to try for
Spaz. He hadn’t seen a Spaz he liked and he
knew I'd acted as well.”

Out of Meathalls came a role in Hog Wild,

which completed shooting in Montreal last
month. Blum describes the comedy as the beach
blanket movie of the 1980’s.
“I play one of the high school kids, sort of the
brainy young Woody Allen. It all culminiates in
this big mortorcycle race and there’s lots of
spills and thrills.”

Blum looks mournful. “It is not Cries and
Whispers.”

Nor, apparently, is Langlois’s current project,
Phobia. The script is a mess, the money isn’t
right and there are contract problems. Still, the
high-energy Langlois is intent on playing the part
of a girl who was raped at 14 and now suffers
from a phobic fear of men, mainly because John
Huston is directing.

“When I've been out of control,” she says, ‘it
always seems to be with a bad director. It’s like
they’'re more concerned with the economics. I

know Peter Carter (the director of Klondike
Fever) had to get finished on time. The same on
It Rained All Night. Shooting was behind and
(Nicolas) Gesssner had a deadline to meet, and
so there was no time to consider. The producer |

“When I worked with Chabrol, the producer
wasn’t even on the set. And so Chabrol could do
what he wanted. He could discuss the scene with
us. If there was a change, we were told a few
days before, not when we were about to shoot. I
worry about that, because who is going to take
the blame if it doesn’t come across right, the
director or me?”

Langlois took baton lessons and dance lessons
and performed in high school plays. But
fundamentally she is untrained. What works on
screen is something indefinable, some _chemlsg_ry
of expression and suggestion, something which
helped her become Miss Teen Hamilton first,
something which got her a few TV commercials,
small roles in CBC productions and finally the
interview with Chabrol which changed
everything.

confesses. “‘That’s another reason it was
veally vital to me to get this part with
John Huston. When I went there and met
him and I read for him and got the part,
1 felt more self-assurred because on my last two
films, 1 didn’t read for the part. They went on
my record, I guess. And that scared me a bit.”

Between pictures Langlois attends McMaster,
studying French cinema and acting this term.
Unlike Blum who now lives in Toronto to be near |
theatre work, Langlois continues to live in
Hamilton, to see family and friends and her
hoyfriend of several years, a steelworker.

“It’s hard for him,” Langlois says of her beau,
“pecause when we go places, people direct all
their attention to me and it’s like he’s just kind
of there for decoration. And that’s really hard.
That’s why I think he’s so special.”” ;

Not all of the attention suits Langlois either.

“It’s funny, people expect you to look like a
star. And lots of times I just like to get up and
look like a normal person. That’s what really
surprises a lot of people in Hamilton when they
meet me. They’ll find out ugh one of my
friends and they’ll say, ‘Oh, is that Lisa Langlois,
you'd never know it.” I think it's because they
expect some sort of aura with a movie actress.
And there isn’t.”

(QI'm still uncertain as an actress,” she
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