appy Birthday to Meis a
~new Canadiam movie-fea—|

‘ turing several gory mur-
| ders. Capitalizing on the current
box-office swing to horror flicks,
and from the producers of the
| astronomically successful Meat-
balls, it’s due for release early
next year. In it, 17-year-old
Tracy Bregman gets bumped
off.

But that is nothing compared
with what the young actress is
used to. Bregman, a brown-eyed
blonde with a big California
smile, is a superstar of the soaps.
For 2% years, she was Donna
Craig on Days of Our Lives.

Soaps are a great
training ground

Donna, you may recall, was
your normal soapchild — “won-
derful, spicy, not mean, not
nice.” She falls in lust with her
father, hops into bed with some-
body else when he spurns her ad-
vances, gets pregnant, drugs
dear old dad and schemes to slap
him with a paternity suit, but
the boyfriend wants to keep the
| kid, the two of them go off on a
motorcycle, hit an ice embank-
ment, she miscarries and . . . .

Arrgh!

1 And that’s not the half of it.
| During her tenure on Days of
Our Lives, Donna is raped, at-
| tempts suicide, discovers her
mother is a prostitute, gets into
kleptomania and finally estab-
lishes herself as a porno queen.
“It’s hysterical,” notes the kid,
meriting an Emmy for under-
statement,

If Days of Our Lives was pure
misery for Donna Craig, it was
the making of Tracy Bregman.
“Soaps are incredible training
grounds because you go through
50 much emotion,” she says. “I
learned so much on the show. I
grew from inside me.”

- What’s more, there were
1979, she won the
Ims Award for Best

n Daytime TV,
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Tracy Bregman, after winning several awards
for leading the spicy life of Donna Craig
on Days of Our Lives, has cleaned up her

act and headed out for the movie trail

Bregman in the studio (above), and in a park in Montreal,
where the  movie Happy Birthday to Me is being filmed

i
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and Soap Opera Digest voted
her Most Exciting New Actress.
This year, Daytime TV Maga-
zine named her Best Newcomer.

She departed Days of Our
Lives earlier this year to pursue
other ventures, and Donna Craig
— get this — went off to live
with her granny. Bregman went
on to her movie debut in Happy |
Birthday to Me.

So what’s a California cup-
cake doing in a Canadian horror |
movie? There is a genuine Cana-
dian connection. Bregman’s
mother is Suzanne Lloyd, the
Toronto actress best remember-
ed for her work opposite Roger
Moore on The Saint TV series.

Tracy, born in Munich, raised
in England and transplanted to
Los Angeles, is a Canadian
landed immigrant. After Happy
Birthday winds up in Montreal,
she goes on to a second Cana-
dian movie, The Golden Touch.
She’s currently shopping for a |
house in Toronto, hoping to di-
vide her career between here and
L.A.

It shapes up as a full plate,
There is no shortage of money
— she made as much from a
Kellogg's Applejacks commer-
cial alone as from Days of Our
Lives — and she’s executive
vice-president  of  her own
company, currently shopping for
movie and TV properties and
hoping to sign a deal with author |
Thomas Tryon. There is, too, an
MCA recording contract. Uh-
huh, the kid sings and has done
her stuff on the Dinah Shore
and Mike Douglas shows and on
Fair Weather Friends, a TV spe-
cial with Rene Simard and Oliv-
ia Newton-John.

Movie offers are rolling in
steadily, but she’s being choosy,
“I’'ve turned down two films be-
cause they wanted me to do
nude scenes,” she explains. “I
don’'t do nudity. I think they're
exploiting sex too in pic-
tures today. That de




