YANCOUVER, B.C,
SUN

D 251,300

DEC31197] @

BOW|

&

S. X m.o le sets
b x’grf mark

- TORONTO (CP) — L’Initia-
tion, a Montreal-produeed-sex
ovie greeted unenthusiasti-
cally by many reviewers, has
set a single-day box office
record for a downtown Toron-
to theatre, -

The film, which drew large
crowds when it played earlier

in Quebec, grossed $3,600 for
the theatre Sunday.



CANADIAN FiLm
TQRONTO; ONT,
W. BUS,

N 7 e @

B‘JWDE?}{‘S

99

“CINEPIX'S “INITIATION"
DOES SMASH BIZ

Toronto #Ger(e‘!rtal Sales Manager of
Cinepix, Orval Fruitman is very
excited about the record-breaking
business “THE INITIATION" is doing.
The film which opened at the Coronet
Theatre in Toronto on Decernber
24th, broke all one-day house records
on Sunday the 26th with a gross of
$3,400.00.

Further, the first week’'s gross of
$16,300.00 is the second highest gross
in the theatre’s history, topped only
by “BENEATH THE PLANET OF
THE APES’, which took in
$16,700.00.

Mr. Fruitman predicted that the
second week’s gross would top the
first week and set a new house record.
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BEIRUT — The evening
audience eagerly filed into
Beirut’s plush Capitol Cinema
to see the Canadian-made

eroic film, The Initiation,

Some of the spectators had
purchased tickets at double
the box-office price on the
impromptu black market, so
highly touted ‘was the skin

flick,

But 10 minutes after the

- film began, the customers re-
alized the erotic scenes pic-

tured on the billboards had

been cut out of the movie by

Lebanese censors.

The audience, mostly young
people, set up a howl, which
turned into sheer rage when
the movie ended less than an
hour after it began because

of the many cuts.

The audience ripped up the
upholstered chairs and car-

pets.

The Lebanese government
settled the matter by offi-
cially banning the film and
the prime minister an-
nounced he was establishing
new and tougher censorship

regulations.




