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Chantal Renaud and Jacques Riberolles share a quiet moment in
The Initiation, the Cinepix release at the Snowdon

The movie that put Canada
on the movie market map

By DANE LANKEN
of The Gazette

George Ritter, who handles
publicity for Cinepix Inc,,

called the other day with the

urgent news that The Inifia-
tion
Snowdon Theatre—— —

Now Gmepm has a lot of
movies opening in town these
days. Some of them, like
L’Amour humain or Pile ou
face or Love in a Four Letter
World, were home-grown
items. And lots of others, the
skin fare that plays the Eros
Cinema and Le Pussycat and
the Bonaventure, are distri-
buted out of the Cinepix
office.

But what made The Initia-
tion’s opening special, said
George, was that it’s the most
successful movie ever made

was opening at the

in Canada. It s made more
money in more theatres in

more countries than any other
Canadian film.

“Come on over and see
where it all started,” said
George from his Cinepix of-
fice, and I did
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John Dunning was there.
He's the president of Cinepix.
The founder, the organizer
and still the boss.  Andre Link
was there, too. He’s vice-
president, and also a boss.

They both started talking

about what The Initiation was
doing in France.

115,000 paid admissions in
Paris alone,” they said. ‘“‘And
it’s doing fantastic business
outside Paris, too. It out-
grossed Airport in Nice.

““About 300,000 admissions
in all so far. And it's still
going strong. There are 24
prints running in France.”

At< that point Dunning
brought out a large piece of

. plywood with a list of coun-

tries on it. It looked kind of
like a roll call at the United
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“Went through last night,”
said Link.

A few minutes later, things
started to get busy. People
are forever going in and out
of Dunning’s office, getting
advice or orders or coffee or
whatever. But around then,
{hey started ¢oming i great-—
er numbers.

The reason was that the
Cannes Film Festival was
starting, and Link was going
over to do a few deals.

‘We sold The Initiation
there last year,” said Dun-
ning. “So this year we're
taking over a couple of dozen
properties.

“Loving and Laughing 1s
going over. It's the film that
used to be called You Know It
Ain’t Easy, from the script by
Martin Bronstein. There's
more comedy in it than sex.

‘L’Amour humain is going,
too. So is the ‘controversial’
Pile ou face . . . sSIX Or seven
in all. |

“We're in a pretty good
situation now,” Dunning con-
tinued. “The Initiation earned
money for all the people who
handled it. It’s easier to
approach them now: when we

COMING AND GOING

"Thése are the countries

where The Initiation is play-

ing,”’ he said, glancing down
the list.

“Iraq!” he said all of a
sudden. “When did we sell

there?”’

say weve got a good film;
they believe us.

‘T think that 10 years from
now. The Initiation will be
considered a Canadian classic.
Maybe not a great film, but
the first Canadian film to

-compete on its own in any

market in the world.”




