FRANCES McDORMAND  PETER GALLAGHER  JOHN LITHGOW




Frances McDormand Peter Gallagher John Lithgow

Academy Award Winner, Best Actress - FARGO While You Were Sleeping, Terms of Endearment,
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A sex and blackmail scheme backfires on an unfeeling crime scene photographer, who finds
himself pursued by the blackmailed victim turned murderer.

With his usual lack of emotion, crime scene photographer JOHN SCARDINO (Johnny Skidmarks) takes pictures of a fatal traffic accident. Later,
John photographs a recently deceased suicide victim for SGT. LARRY NOVIK and his partner, SGT. WOODY WITOWSKI. At the developers, John
casually thumbs through a series of gruesome prints. He repairs to the burger joint run by his ex-wife's brother, JERRY. He then accompanies PI. WALTER
LIPPINCOTT and his go-fer, ERNIE, to a motel, where they photograph a businessman in bed with their accomplice, beautiful hooker LORRAINE. When they
meet to discuss the job, Lorraine invites John up to her place. He declines. Back at his apartment, John develops the blackmail prints.

When he enters Walter's office unannounced, John catches sight of attorney, LAMMINGS, one of the blackmail gang. That night, John shoots a
multi-car traffic fatality. He's stunned to see that Lorraine is among the victims. While eating at Jerry’s, pretty newcomer ALICE flirts with John. They
return to her place and make love. Over drinks with Novik at the local cop bar, John learns that Lorraine might have been killed intentionally. Shaken, he
visits Alice, who admits to being a recovering alcoholic. Again, they make love. While John shoots pictures of a
brutal torture/murder, John is shocked to see that the victim is his sometime crony, Ernie. A panicked Walter breaks into John's house to discuss the
implications of the recent deaths. John arrives at the scene of a grisly dismemberment to find that Walter is the victim.

Convinced that some “pigeon “is bent on murdering them all, John blows up pictures of all the blackmail victims. He tries to confess to Alice but
stops when he sees that her father is one of the pigeons. He later learns that a STATE SENATOR is another of their marks. Jerry berates John for placing
his relationship with Alice ahead of their friendship. John returns home to find Alice in his house. He orders her to leave. After she's gone, he discovers
Walter's head in the freezer. Desperate, he rushes to Novik and confesses the blackmail scheme. Novik, in turn, admits to murdering the others in an
attempt to shock the amoral John into feeling for other people. John is stunned to learn that Novik was one of the blackmail victims. In the ensuing
struggle, John's eyes are cut by broken glass.

John escapes and heads to Jerry's burger joint. Hoping to aid John, Jerry unwittingly phones 911. Novik responds but the bullets meant for John
hit Jerry instead. Novik takes John prisoner in his car. After blinding the cop with a strobe flash, John leaps from the speeding vehicle before it crashes
and explodes. John races to Alice and confesses his misdeeds. When he mentions her father, she orders him to leave. As he waits to board a bus, John
is rousted by the cops. He breaks free and runs off, only to be recaptured by Novik. Intent on breaking his bones with a sledge hammer, Novik ties John
to the roof of a building. In the nick of time Witowski and the SWAT team arrive and kill their crazed mate. Having lost some of-his vision, John now works
Jerry who's recovering from his throat wound. Alice arrives and indicates that she will continue their relationship.
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