‘ake a dash of M*A*S*H, a bit of
Bears, a lot of Animal House and
bad taste and weren’t-they-

and you have Para-

seramble for movie

audiences, 1t premiered in Toronto last
week and opens July 13

Director Ivan Reitman and writers Len Blum,
Dan Goldberg, Janis Allen and Harold Ramis have
cooked up a recipe which rips off successful"ci-
nematic comedy devices Emm other movie hits but
ndds none of its own imagination, style or sub-

ln shm-t: these Meatballs are pretty bland.

During the course of the film all the
reotypes are represented — campfires; pamiy-
raids; skinny, spastic kids; chnnsy. fat kids; kds

wear glasses; running panis =g
the flag-pole — and all wxﬂmnt lm.lgtnaﬁon.

Kids talking dirty lost their charm with The Bad
News Bears and the camp public address sysiem |
used for comical announcements was much better
in M*A*S*H.

In fact, there are only twnlaughsmﬂnsﬂ-.
both courtesy of Bill Murray. He announces the

winner of the “gugagtggper‘ contest:

Reitman and crew should have their beds short-" .
sheemd or theu- ﬁngers dlpped in warm water

pmmnhon and the film’ s PG
ther
sncally outgross Reitman s previous
smash, Animal Hou:

Bill Murray of Saf rday Night Live fame gives
Meatballs its box-office appeal and he works hard
to bring the comedy off. But most of his efforts
are in vain and his talents are not used to any ad-
vantage. He is wasted in this film.

Murray plays Tripper, a mad-cap counsellor at
Camp Northstar with a heart-of-gold who leads his
CITs (counsellors-in training) into one escapade
after another. For example, they kidnap camp di-
rector Morty (Harvey Atkin) and hang him and his
bed in a tree at the camp’s entrance just as people
begin arriving for Parents’ Day.

But his craziness hides a sensitive personality
which comes through when he befriends a young,
homesick camper named Rudy, played by Toronto
youngster Chris Makepeace

Tripper tries to glve Rlldy a sens‘e of worth and a

The other yuks Marray.tells 2 hor-
ror story at a cai
vietims with his m

the campers the killer has
that he could still E.m —h he ‘
down his sleeve m‘ﬂ% -kﬁ
lights out of the ean
you sure it was his.
was his foot.”
Murray gets some
partee with Kate
and asks: “Is that &

feeling of uring
ging sessions with the boy, he tel]s him: “You
make one good friend 2 summer and you're doing

Awkward and unpopular Rudy comes through in
rich, snobby

| . the Olympics held wit

Camp Mohawk, and mes Northstar’s he

Trippér’s warm-he ss is also featured in
his ro:anﬂc liaison with aoxanne, played byK.l(e
Lynel

burton, Meatballs i

- latest hope for

probably make all &

and prove that Canadians
best of them. But the
more inlerestmg th

Meatballs director lvan Reitman, left, and producer Dan Goldberg
s




