- financial bonanza: $130-$140,000 per

YORK — Four years ago, seven
unknown actors were given $750
and the break of the ives, a
e to perform their irreverent

rand of comedy on network TV — late,

t (after the censors went to bed)
from New York.

the
_conventional wisdom of TV at the time.

tent was more pure. We were in-
il

NBC headquarters, Michaels, who
omes from Toronto, looked worse for
‘wear — pale and haggard from two

 days without sleep and nearly five years

patriarch of The Not Ready For

Prime Time Players.
~ Shorter hair
e e e R
oy his is shoes replaced
| icks and soft, leather loafers, Mich-
1s is no longer the counterculture

of an outlaw TV show. At 34,
the founder of a budding show busi-

ynasty.
Saturday Night Live (on channel 2 at
1 s also seen in prime time

millionaires; the rest may soon be.

“They'’re all on their way to becoming

z ghest-paid performers in the

~ movie business by next year,” said Sean

_ Daniels, vice-president of production at

Universal Studios where millions have

“laid out for Saturday Night Live

— John Belushi in Animal House,

ushi and Toronto’s Dan Aykroyd in

941 and The Blues Brothers movie, Bill

z Mursa'ynin Meatballs and Where The
oari

- Though Belushi was paid a “nominal”
~sum for his role in Animal House (Uni-
Ve 's biggest grosser last year), ac-
ccording to a number of sources, he and
Aykroyd since have turned
uch i to star

- Bill Murray reportedly joined the mil-
onaire ranks with his role in the

- Canadian-made movie Meatballs. He re-
ceived “a bunch of points” (percentage

- points of the ugzoﬁts) in the movie, which
- cost $1.5 million to make and so far has
nearly $40 million at the box of-

(about $20 million in film rentals),

ding to Ivan Reitman, the 32-year-

s oducer-director of Meatballs and
o-preducer of Animal House.

tles, of course, broke up when
ons of the inlévaRhu;

e version, The Best of
ht Live, is an even bigger

Ready For Prime Time Players: From left, La-
_mMMJmMGMaW, lushi, Aykroyd and

down as .

have kept that
~ this long,” said
NBCong'

commercial minute and no production
‘costs to speak of. According to one net-
work source,*however, NBC’s decision
to put a “Best of” program en the air
simultaneously indicates that “there’s a*
feeling the show won’t be around much
longer, so they're trying to make as
much (money) out of it as they can while
they can.”

Another line of thinking holds that Be-
lushi’s and Aykroyd’s presence on the
reruns will help to lessen the impact of
their absence from the new shows. The
Ppair was featured as the Blues Brothers
on the prime-time premiere, which
aired Oct. 24. They were seen again that

~week (Oct. 27) when the third late-night
-show of this season had a repeat from
the 1978 season, generally regarded as
Saturday Night Live’s creative hitih
point. Many observers believe that the
show has been going downhill since then.

Even Michaels doesn’t deny that some
of the show’s former spirit has flown.
“Back then, nothing mattered in any-
one's life as much as the show,” he said.
“You could work for 16 or 17 hours, then
go back to someone’s house and talk for
two or three more hours, and out of that
would come another idea for the show.

“The fact that we were an underdog
and didn’t have much money only gave
the show more meaning. There was n
sense of decadence, no lack of purpose.
It was never hard to motivate people to
work or want to be here.”
~ Things have changed around Studio
8H. During a recent afternoon of re-
hearsal, security was so tight that a re-
porter had to be accompanied every-
where, including to the locked restroom
door, by an NBC publicist. %

“You can watch, but please don’t ap-
proach the performers,” the publicist in-
structed. “They don't do interviews any-
more per se.” <

Dan Aykroyd and John Belushi were-
n’t there, of course, having left the show
for good with one year remaining on
their five-year contracts.

Gilda Radner was seen briefly in a
hallway, but later she could not be locat-
ed: “She’s not in her dressing room;
gayb? she’s in her office on the 14th

oor.” =

Big break

Radner, who got her big break in
@ version of her re-

“Toronto, has filmed

cent one-woman Broadv_v::;g:a show (the

movie is produced by Michaels and di-
rected by Mike Nichols). She has a come-
dy album about to be released by Warn-

- er Bros. Records and has signed to star
in her first movie, First Family, from
Warner Bros. Studios.

Laraine Newman strode quickly
across the set once. “Laraine’s been a lit-
tle uptight lately,” a spokesman said.
Newman is set to star opposite Dudley
Moore in the movie Wholly Moses. Since
the film production will run concurrent
with Saturday Night Live, she'll be com-
muting from set to set. 2

et
e
Lorne Michaels is Saturday Night Live.”
‘When plans for Saturday Night Live
were announced at an NBC affiliates®
meeting in the spring of 1975, Ebersel
and Michaels didn’t kn\:vvv what they
were getting into. They ‘were still sur~ ;
prised that the network had said yes 15=¥
their idea — a late-night ‘variety format=*
featuring rock 'n’ roll and satire, chang- -
ing hosts and ‘a-cast of regulars wio =
were unknown and mostly inexperiai-
enced in TV. =
Since the show was to be whally:
owned by the network, there wasn't &
lot of money in it for the two men, “Buf
we jumped in Hook, line and sinker be-.
cause we were intrigued by the idea that.
this big cor - was going to let two-
Kids from the TV generation do whatev-"
.er they wanted about a show for the TV::+
generation,” Ebersol said. iy
Gilda Radner was hired first ‘and
without an audition, Ebersol said, Per™
haps because he was the only one of the!
players who had an agent at the time, -
Chevy Chase signed on only for a year £H
(the rest signed five-year contracts): :: *
Garrett Morris, too, was hired as a *
writer; Laraine Newman auditioned ina’ *
hospital room where Ebersol lay ill; ands+
Jane Curtin was chosen over a numbgeas
of qualified candidates. -

Horrendous tales

“There was a lot of holding back on
Belushi,” Ebersol continued. “Everyo
in the group wanted him but we’d he
horrendous tales of him being a disci-_*
pline problem. I said that I'd take re=~ -
sponsibility.” %
Dan Aykroyd was hired at the last |
minute as a writer-performer but was- &
n't around much during the first f
months because he was living in Toro:
to and only came to New York on the

day of the show. |
turday Night Live debuted in the
fall of 1975, ratings-wise a very bad sef=—-
son for NBC. Talent notwithstand:
the timing and six-month on-air guarar
tee saved it from an early death. iy
Thought the show didn't get a
share of the audience (considered sur-
vival in TV) until midway through i
second season, according to Ebersol

. quickly became the darling of t.
medh?:' .

“It was somewhere around the end
the first season before any of us lool

recalled.

Chase’s defection to Ho!l’ywood at
end of Saturday Night Live’s first seas
“devastated” Michaels. But it gave
rest of the re;ertory company, includ:
ing newly added Bill Murray, room ti
grow. Ratings climbed during the sec- *
ond season and potential guests and.
sponsors began lining up. did the
movie and record companies.

During the third season, Belushi sta
red in Animal House, in a role writte
specifically for him. The movie gr

~ more than $100 million.
_ “Last sea

Bill Murray was glimpsed through a

artially closed door, wa an epi-
: godei‘flyBuck Rogers In % Ce?lm

. He will be commuting, too, from
s ~Cadib§ha&(lﬂqu' ‘movi

e
group of people together
ident :eo - atfeodmtg

vice-presi who created -
show with Michaels. “In my mind,

Garrett Morris,

ees gone on to er things
f need the aggravation.”

AandChwyChase.

Danny
Chase have now left the show.



