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:Canadian Film Awards

By Duart Snow
- JOURNAL ‘REPORTER

Enter Genie — son of Etrog the
- Controversial.

The Genie Awards — to be handed
out for the first time in nationally-
< televised ceremonies in Toronto
Tl;ursday night — have grown out of
" the Etrogs, the Canadian Film
ards that so many in this

’s once-invisible film ' in

Bppapi

ast year's unprecedented, $150-
‘million production boom which lift-
- ed Canada’s film industry from invi-

~ sibility to the position of number-two
'prpduoer in the world, after the

. Growing pains

any newborn, the awards are
growing pains. But they

flnally coming of age

did in the previous decade.

A total of 19 feature films have
been nominated for awards in 17
categories. In each category, five
finalists were chosen earlier this
winter by ballot among members of
the corresponding craft group:
actors vote for best actor, directors
for best direction, and so on. All
academy members vote in the final
selection.

However, the nominations them-
selves reflect what remains a
serious problem for the Genies, and
more importantly, for the film in-
dustry as a whole: Only about a
third of them have been released
commercially in Toronto.

For example, of the five neminees
for best motion picture — The Chan-
geiing, Cordelia, Jack London’s
Klondike Fever, Meatbaﬂ; and Run-
mng— only the last ave been
W ‘three

This reflects an unhappy situation
in the mdustfy atlarge: As critics of
% I

s about three decades, the Ca-
‘nadian Films Awards were run al-
‘most yearly by various filmmakers’
and. performers’ craft guilds and
associations. Winners were selected
by juries.

- However, as the industry began to
grow in the last decade, so did

ict over the Etrogs, named
 after the trophy itself, designed by
sculptor Sorel Etrog.

In 1973, a group of Quebec film-
_makers decided to refuse any
~awards as a protest against slump-
- ing production. That led the CBC to

cancel its telecast and the awards
weren’t presented again for two

‘Pleased no one

As well, various combinations of

international and Canadian juries
seemed to please no one with their
selections.” “The awards became
- less and less meaningful to the
,)" says Andra Sheffer, ex-

present the Genies this year. There
were no awards presented last
year.
The Toronto-based academy has
some 500 members, about 300 of
them in Toronto — the film boom’s
centre — with most of rest in Mon-
treal, Los Angeles and Vancouver.

Although Etrog’s trophy has been
retained, its name was changed to
“Genie” to emphasize the break
with the old awards system ani, as
Sheffer pms it, “to sSymbolize the
maglc and the genins

jte mixed reactions to the
name — or perhaps because of them
— Sheffer says it has caught on
better in the last year than “Etrog™

n Enmo Geruss! hosts CBC-awarHs special

the t; Pproduc-
» ers may write off huge production
" costs while distributing their films
rl; use there are no follow-
up distribution or exhibition incen-
tives. A number ‘of Tecent produc-
tions have been seen by few
moviegoers or not seen at all.

As a result, the academy faced
logistical problems of arranging
screenings for members,
Few Canadians

1t also means fewer Canadians are
likely to care much about competi-
tion among films they haven’t seen
and might never see.

The academy does insist that next
year, only commercial releases will

~ be eligible.

Another question that must be
asked is what nominated films like
the popular Meatballs and the disas-
ter Running could possibly have to
do with life in Canada?

Aimed at an American audience
— far bigger and more lucrative
than that here — they boast some
Canadian talent and input, but re-
flect a decidedly American style and
sensibility.

Running, for example, might just
as well have been nominated for
best performance by an Air Canada

Can: s
ly far bigger than the Geni

Awards and cannot be easily solved.

But the awards do #eflect the stron- |

gly American feel of the incentive
productions.

Foreign stars

And the academy’s decison to
establish a separate category for
best performance by a “foreign”
(read “American”) actor — a.imed
at attracting familiar
siars and consequently, media and
peblic attention — only underscores
e truth behind the criticism le-
welled at producers for using Ameri-
cars and other foreigners in leading
roles at the expense of talented Ca-

Best Motion Picture:

The Changeling, Cordelia, Jack
London’s Klondike Fever, Meat-
balls, Running.

Best Performance by an Actor in a
ang Role:

'y Bowes (Something’s Rot-
ten), Robm Gammell (Jack Lon-
don’s Klondike Fever), Thomas
Hauff (Summer’s Children), Ste-
phen Lack (Rubber Gun), Chris-
topher Plummer (Murder by De-
cree).

Best. Perfwrmance by an Actress in
a Leading Rol

Micheline Lanc!ot (Mourir a Tue-
Tete — A Scream from Silence),
Kate Lynch (Meatballs), Louise
Marleau (L‘Arrache Coeur —
Heartbreak), Claire Pimpare ( Yes-
terday — Gabrielle), Louise Portal
( Cordelia).

Best Performance by an Actor in a
Supporting Role:

Harvey Atkin (Meatballs),
Lawrence Dane (Running), Chris
Makepeace (Meatballs), Gordon
Pinsent (Jack London’s Klondike
Fever), Saul Rubinek (Agency),
Bob Siiverman ( The Brood).

Best Performance by an Actress in
a Supporting Role:

Helen Burns (The Changeling),
Genevieve Bujold (Murder by De-

Genie, son of old |

cree), Patricia Collins (Summer’s
Children), Barbara Gordon (Wild
Horse Hank ), Frances Hyland ( The
Changeling).

Best Performnnbe by a Foreign

M\chael Douglas (Running), Bilt
Murray ( Meatballs), Will Sampson
( Fish Hawk ), George C. Scott ( The
Changeling), Rod Steiger (Jack
London’s Klondike Fever).

Best Peﬂormance by a Foreign Ac-

Susan Anspach - (Running), Sa-
mantha Eggar ( The Brood), Sally
Kellerman (It Rained All Night tbe
Day I Left), Cloris Leachman ( Yes-
terday), Trish Van Devere (The
Cha.nge ling).

Best Achievement in Art Direction:
Carol Spier (The Brood), Trevor
Williams ( The Changeling), Denis
Boucher, Vianney Gauthier (Cor-
delia), Seamus Flannery (Fish
Hawk), Wolf Kroeger ( It Rained All
Night the Day I Left), Roy Forge
Smith ( Yesterday).

Best Achievement in Costume De-

sign:

Louise Jobin ( Cordelia), Francois
Barbeau (Eclair Au Chocolat),
Linda Matheson ( Fish Hawk), Patti
Unger (Jack London’s Klondike
Fever), .mlle Ganton ( Something’s

Rotten ), Julie Ganton ( Tanya’s Is-
Best "Achievement in Cinemato-

y:
Miklos Lente (Agency), John Co-
quillon (The Changeling), Pierre

don’s Klondike Fever), Carl Zittrer,
Paul Zaza (Murder by Decree),
‘Paul Hoffert (Wild Horse Hank).

Mignot (Cordelia), Reginald H. = Best

Morris ( Murder by Dec‘lee), Laszlo
George ( Running). ;

Best Achievement in Direction:

Don Shebib (Fish Hawk), Peter
Carter (Jack London’s Klondike
Fever), Anne Claire  Poirier
(Mounr A Tue-Tete), Bob Clark
(Murder by Decree), Eric Till
( Wild Horse Hank). <
- Best Achievement in Film

Marcel Pothier (L Amche-caeur—-
Heartbreak), Jean Beaudin (Cor-
delia), Ron Wisman ( Fish Hawk),

Debra Karen (Meatballs), Stan

Cole (Murder by Decree), George
Appleby ( Wild Horse Hank), Debra
Karen ( Yesterday).

Best Achievement in Sound Edit-

ing:
Ken Heeley Ray (Agency), Patrick
rummond, Dennis Drummond,
Robert Gneve (The Changeling),
Marcel Pothier (Eclair Au Choco-
lat), Ken Heeley-Ray ( Murder by
Decree), Brian French, Michael
Clark (Vbld Horse Hank)
Seore'

_Orlgml Screenplay:
Mireille Dansereau ( L’Arrache-
Coeur — Heartbreak), Len Blum,
Dan Goldberg, Janis Allen (Meat-
balls), Marthe Blackburn, Anne
Claire Poirier ( Mourir A Tue-Tete),
Stephen Lack, Allan Moyle, John
Laing (Rubber Gun), Steven H.

Stern (Running), Jim Osborne
(Summerschddren)
Best Screenplay From An-

other Medium:
William Gray, Diana Maddox ( The

- Changeling), Jean Beaudin, Marcel

Sabourin (Cordelia), Jean Salvy,
Jean-Claude Lord (Eclair Au Cho-

colat), Ted Allan (It Rained All =

Night the Day I Left), R. J. Dryer,
Martin Lager (Jack London’s Klon-

dike Fever).

Achievement in Overall
Sound:
Joe Grimaldi (The Brood), Joe
Grimaldi, Austin Grimaldi, Dino
PLllé‘at (The Changeling), Richard

Meat-
balis), Joe Grimaldi (Murder by
Gri-,

i, B Appesy (Rianig).
maldi, David by (R ). &
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