By GREG BURLIUK

MY BLOODY Vglengme be-
I comes a successful film, it could
do as much ‘damage to the
Valentine’s Day card industry as
- Jaws did to coastal resorts. Certainly
anyone who's seen it will be in no

- heart-shaped boxes of chocolates.
~ On the other hand, audiences who
“like to be terrified may be only
mxldly titillated by this tale of may-
hem in the mines.
: The Canadian-made horror movie,
'+ now appearing at the Capitol 2, was
. produced by John Dunning and

to the title Kings of Schlock. The
_two were responsible for Meatballs :
~ which didn’t whet the appetite of

~ critics but of which the gross re-
ceipts totalled more than $50 million,
making it the most succasfu! Cana-
dian film ever made.

joining a raft of films imitating the
crude slapstick of National Lam- -
poon’s Animal House. Having se- -
ured their place in the annals of
schlock comedy, Dunning and Links
have now moved to horror flicks.
heir product has a villain who is
odelled after the murderer in The
Texas Chain. Saw Massacre and who
likes to despatch his victims in the
same fashion as the one in Prom
Night. To top it all off, he gets to
practise his macabre trade in a great
place for murder: a mine.

It's been 20 years since there has
n a Valentine’s Day dance in the
mall seacoast town of Valentinc’s
Bluff. That's because 20 years wher
‘a mining disaster killed five miners
‘when two supervisors left their posts
rly without checking the methane
as levels. They had been eager to
get to the town Valentine’s Day
ance. The ensuing explosion trap-

only survivor, Harry Warden, re-
orted to cannibalism and went in-

sane. A year later, he escaped from a
~mental hospital and, clad in miner’s
gar and respirator mask, returned
k-axe the supervisors to death.
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to comply wmh the killer’s request

and cancel the dance. But a group of
young miners and their girl friends
decide instead to have a party at the
mine recreation hall. You can almost

* hear the murderer shout through his
~ respirator at this turn of events,

since now they’ll be on his home
turf. And when a group of the young

~revellers decide to go for a ride in the

mine, well what more could any self-
respecting pick-axe murderer ask
for? It's almost like taking choco-
lates out of the box, especially since,

- like all horror-flick victims, these

people insist on wandermg off in
pairs. »

In between dodging axes, an at-
tempt is made to establish a love
-story. T.J. (Paul Kelman) has re-
turned to town having failed to
make it in the big city, only to find
his buddy Axel (Neil Affleck) going

~ out with his girl Sarah (Lori Hallier).

If 1 were a miner, I'd sue the mak-
ers of this film for defamation of

_ character. The miners here arednade

out to bea bunch of airheads who, in
between opening beers, stage some

_of the dullest partxes anywhere. Not

content to burrow i in the mine. lke

‘moles during the
back at night to use u as a play-

~ ground.

_The acting is wooden and s0 is the
dialogue, so it is a relief that the
ter half of the film is taken up with
_the murderer stalking the \actuns'ah

In the end, My Bloody Valentm
‘leaves everyone dxsappomt X
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