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Montreal film-maker’s cancer comedy wins competition

Princes In Exile, about a
17-year-old boy with a
prain tumor, may help
turn despair to hope.

By Jane Stevenson
Canadian Press

VANCOUVER — Montreal film-maker
Giles Walker has accomplished the im-
possible — or at least close to it.

Walker, best known " innovative
work with the National I
made a movie about cancer th
you laugh.

Princes In Exile is based on Mark
Schreiber’s poignant yet funny 1981 nov-
el about a 17-year-old boy with a brain
tumor who goes to a summer camp for
kids with cancer.

The $2.7 million film, being broadcast
on CBC television network Nov. 11, stars
local actor Zachary Ansley and Stacie
Mistysyn (Caitlin on the TV series De-

grassi High) plus an impressive ensem-

ble cast from Toronto and Montreal.

It recently won the best screenplay
award at the Montreal World Film Festi-
val and now is making the rounds at the
Vancouver International Film Festival.

““For me the best way to direct comedy
is not to let people know it’s funny . ..
’cause it changes the quality of the per
formance,” said Walker, 44, sitting
alongside Ansley in a suite at the Hotel
Vancouver.

STRAIGHTER THE FUNNIER: waiker's
subtle craft comes to the fore during one
of the film's funniest moments. Ansley,
aptly dressed in a black hat and long coat
and carrying a brief case, takes a young-
er “possessed”’ camper out to the woods
to exorcise him.

Walker #dllb it a perfect example of
what he means.

“It’s played absolutely straight but it’s
a bizarre situation.”

The role of cancer-stricken teenager
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Ryan Rafferty — whose two goals are to
publish his journal and lose his virginity
— came along at the right time for the 18-
year-old Ansley.

“I was anxious to get a summer job,”
said Ansley with a laugh before getting
more serious.

“There’s a lot of emotions that Ryan
goes through during the film, some are
sophisticated, some not so much, but I
probably wouldn’t have been (ready)
two years previous. That maturation
time was definitely necessary.”

Ansley, who shot Princes In Exile on
location in Quebec last summer, re-

ceived a best actor Genie nomination in
1988 for Cowboys Don’t Cry.

ADV[N“'RE: This time out his perfor-
mance was helped by a medical history
and psychological profile prepared for
all of the actors by Walker and doctors
from the Montreal Children’s Hospital.
He also was required to shave his head.

“I was excited about it,” said Ansley v

whose straight, brown hair now touches
his shoulders. It was sort of like an
adventure.”

But Walker, who lost his first wife to
leukemia several years ago, didn’t share
the same enthusiasm for the project
when first approached by Montreal’s
Cinepix_Inc., the production company
responsible for Meatballs starring Bill
Murray.

His attitude changed, however, after
he visited Paul Newman’s Hole in the
Wall Gang camp in Connecticut, a re-
treat for terminally ill children.

“l found it such an inspiring exper-
ience it sort of put my own anxieties

about making the film into perspective,”
said the director.

While Princes In Exile could hold up
on the big screen there’s a good reason it
wasn’t made as a feature film.

Shortly after he wrote the book,
Schreiber tried to sell it to Hollywood
without much success.

TAKE OUT CANCER: “t1e had a mecting
with one production executive who said,
‘Mark, we love the story. It's a terrific
story I)u('we think you should take out
the cancer,” Walker said with a laugh.

There are plans to release Princes In
Exile in theatres in Quebec and Europe.
In the meantime, Walker hopes the
film’s message will help cancer paticnts
and their families deal with the disease.

*“Hope does help and despair doesn't,”
said Walker, leaning forward in his chair
to emphasize the point.

Or as Ryan Rafferty tells his fellow
campers after one of them succumbs to
cancer, “We should get on with the busi-
ness of living.”




