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Film review

‘Princes in Exile’

By JEFF MENELL

NEW YORK — Refreshingly de-
void of easy cliches, “Princes in
Exile” deals in a sensitive and taste-
ful manner with the difficult issue of
cancer.

With a touch of humor (not too
much) and tragedy (not too much),
this unpleasant subject is handled
head-on, with the ensuing collision
resulting in a quietly strong, enjoy-
able film. Its tough-sell content will
limit theatrical exposure and boxof-
fice, but if discovered on video (it's
due out soon on tape) it might recoup
some dollars.

The story takes place at Camp
Hawkins, a summer retreat for chil-
dren and teenagers with cancer. The
spirit here is upbeat, where the coun-
selors and campers don't avoid the
word “cancer,” but instead accept it,
and at times even joke about it.

The head honcho of the camp, Dr.
Merritt (Chuck Shamata), informs
the newcomers that
cancer ward with trees.” Everyone is

“this is not a’
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encouraged to have a good time and
make the most of it.

Determined to ignore this sound
advice is 17-year-old Ryan Rafferty
(Zachary Ansley), who has a termi-
nal brain tumor, curreatly in remis-
sion, and seemingly refuses to enjoy
life while he can. Most of the action
is seen through his eyes with an occa-
sional voice-over to let us know what
he’s thinking.

Ryan has two goals in life: to lose
his virginity and publish his journal,
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continued from page 10 —
hopefully in that order. As for the
first goal, his daredevil friend Robert
(Nicholas Shields), whose lust for
life starkly contrasts with Ryan's

ing too maudlin are the strong perfor-
mances from the young actors. As
Ryan, Zachary Ansley is brooding, yet
still likeable. He brings an adult inten-
sity to his role, and an understatedness
that is quite convincing. Mistysyn is
also quite appealing as Holly. She hasa

strength of spirit that is revealed in all
that she does.

“Princes in Exile” is a moving film
that is also uplifting. It takes a sub-
Ject that most people fear and avoid,
and humanizes it in an eye-opening
way that touches our hearts.

bleak outlook, pushes him to hit on a
beautiful counselor.

Meanwhile, another camper, Hol-
ly (Stacie Mistysyn), who has the
hots for Ryan, tries to snap him out
of his selfish internalizing. Dr. Mer-
ritt helps out by asking Ryan to “ex-
orcize” a young boy who believes he
is possessed. Dressed all in black,
Ryan performs magic on the boy as
he chants “Dante, Mussolini, da
Vinei,” and in the process exorcises
some of his own demons. After-
wards, the grateful camper says,
“Boy, you're really a pro.” Its a
sweet, effective scene.

A lot happens during this film, and
although at times things get serious
and dramatic, they never get melodra-
matic. Its strong base in reality is what
keeps this film from becoming “Holly-
wood-ized.” People are dying, some
actually die. That's what their future
holds for most of them. But as Robent
tells Ryan, “We're here for a gowd
time, not a long time.”
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