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December 19, 1990

Mr. Sid Adelman
Entertainment Editor
The Torontoe Star

1 Yonge Street
Toronto, Ont. MSE 1E6

Fax no.: 416- -4416
Dear Sid,

To quote a famous line from that film classic "NETWORK": "I'm
madder than hell and I'm not going to take it anymore!"

Specifically, I'm referring to what purports to be a review of a
film I produced called "WHISPERS", which was headlined with
"Rootless Whispers New Can-2m Scam" and from there on, became a
vitriolic diatribe about our Canadian production kow-towing to
the Americans by having produced an old-fashioned cultural fraud.

It must be a real kick for a budding film critic to be able to
scream "scam" and "fraud" with impunity and hide behind the
protective shield of what purports to be a critical evaluation of
a film. (I use the term "budding" as I was told that the Toronto
Star has no real film critic outside of yourself and that Mr.
MacInnis came over from the music department.)

I have no idea where Mr. MacInnis gets his information from but
if he wants to shoot from the hip, he should at least be aware of
some facts.

Fact (1) There was no Canadian government funding in this
production.

Fact (2) A U.S. company was acquiring the cost, so why wouldn’t
they want an American look?

Fact (3) When we make a film with Canadian money, we keep a
Canadian look.

Fact (4) The book’s location was in the U.S. so why not place it
there?

Fact (5) Many European co-productions with Canada are shot here
and Canadian locations have served to represent Russia, France,
England, Czechoslovakia, etc., and nobody leaps to the ramparts
screaming fraud.
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Sid, you and I have been in the business a long time and at least
when you gave it to us on one of our films, you had style. You
never used an elephant gun to shoot a mouse. In all my years of
filmmaking and all the criticism I’ve received from you, never
did I write a letter of complaint. What really upsets me in this
article (I don’t consider it a criticism) is how insulting it is
to the people who made the film -- the crew. These people are
fine craftsmen and rank with the best in the world and I defy
anyone to imply shoddy production values or say that they are
inept.

A music critic never compares a symphony with a rock concert. A
dance critic never compares a ballet with a popular dance. Would
a literary critic compare John Updyke’s writing to that of Jackie
Collins? Why can’t a film be criticized for the genre of film it
is. In our case, it was a low-budget thriller destined to satisfy
both a distributor’s and the public’s demand for films like this.
("WHISPERS", by the way, was sold in every major territory in the
world.) It was never meant to compete with films made by such
auteurs as Denys Arcand, Patricia Rozema and Atom Egoyan.

Experienced critics of the cinema recognize this fact and are
able to critique a film by comparing it with other films of the
same type. Maybe some day Mr. MacInnis will recognize this fact
and while honing his own literary skills, be able to say what he
wants to say with more style.

As for his keen observation of continuity, I can only say that
for a film that was shot in 28 days, to find fault with a clock
that is a minute off isn’t that bad. You can find those same old
continuity film bugbears, clocks, cigarettes, 1/2 filled glasses,
etc. in even big budget films that have taken months to shoot.

In closing, I would like to add that it is very rewarding to be
judged by an experienced critic who knows our side of the
business. I refer to a Variety review that quotes: "Whispers 1s a
superior thriller...in a field glutted with predictable would-be
chillers, Canadian-made pic delivers a truly novel storyline and
a very satisfying pay-off...explanation of what is going on is
off-beat and ingenious...Jackie Burroughs is terrific in a single
scene...Tennant is an ideal lady in distress while Leclerc has
the rugged good looks to personify the nemesis." Thank God for
our trade magazines!

There’s an old quote that states: "Criticism comes easier than
craftsmanship". Sid, we’ve both learned ours. Let’s hope you can
teach MacInnis his.

Yours truly,




