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Thriller ‘Stag’ not for men?nly

HE hypothetical that propels
“Stag,” Friday‘g,HB_Q_World Pre-
miere movie, is simple: What if
they gave a party and somebody died?
“Stag," whose stars include Mario
Van Peebles, Ben Gazzara, Andréw
McCarthy and singer Taylor Dayne, is
about a stag party populated by 10
men, a couple of strippers and their
male escort. Midway through the eve-
ning, an accident leaves ane person
_ dead, and the rest wondering whether
to report it: As, ume passes the body

count rises.
Written by

Pat Bermel
 (based on a sto-~
ry by Jason
_ Echombing) and
directed by Ga-
~vin Wilding,
“Stag” (s the lat-
est movie ac-
quired .and un-
veiled by HBO

miere in the-
aters.or video

these moviés have béen clunkers; oth-.
ers have been interesting and inventive.
A few of them have given memorably
strong roles to actresses still in search
of their big break “The Last Seduc-

tion,” one very powerful: HBO World .. -

.- Preriiere movie, turned Linda'Floren-

tino into a star (though' “Jade,"” her :

pext starring role, may have reversed
the effect), "Freeway” showed Just
how wild Reese Witherspoon could get
on film, and “Normal Life" gave Ash-
ley Judd a murderous role.that Te-
mains one of her best efforts.
In““Stag,” Dayne is the. ceutul re-

male —and while her crossover from

the pop charts to film drama isn't as
high-profile as Courtney Love's in

Evan Tylor and’

before its pre- °

stores. Some of

2 R 2 %) o
$TAG. mq 10 a'dédv HBD. -

"'I'he People Vs. Iarry Flynt," Dayue
certainly demonstrntes some promise
and range. . :

From an mxtlnl paninl striptease to
some intimate teasing with zrooxn-to-

. be Victor (John Stockwell), Dayne's Se-

rena appears at first to be no more
than a sex-appeal role. However, when

' the party turns deadly, Dayne is called .
on to show other dimensions, which.

she does admirably, adding to HBO's

- pantheon of powerful leading ladies.

A PEELING m S1n¢er Taytor Dayne pleys a strlppar in the HBO: fllm.

Filmed on loeatnon in. Old Brook-
ville;L.L, “Sug“ escalates into a char-
acter, st'udy in'which'both the e¢harac-
ters and plot twists may surprise you.
McCarthy's sleazy drug:dealer has lots
of unexpected edges,’and both Kevin
Dillon’'s Gulf War vet ahd Van Peebles’
slick .Jawyer are more complex than
they first appear. . .

There comesa pomlwh ereyou don't
have .any idea how the writers, in any
satistying way,. can escape the: corner
into which they've painted themselves.
I'm not sure they do — but by the time
the party's over, there's béen enou
action that it doésn’t matter that muc



